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During the reign of Vijayaditya I (752-771), who succeeded Vishnuvardhana III, the Eastern
Chalukyas came into conflict with the Rashtrakutas who had rebelled against the Badami
Chalukyas, overthrew them and founded a new dynasty. The Eastern Chalukyas could not
naturally tolerate this and so a conflict ensued between them and the Rashtrakutas. The
conflict continued for about two centuries. The Eastern Chalukya rulers and the Rashtrakuta
rulers interfered in each other's affairs whenever there was a contest for succession to the
throne.
Vijayaditya I was succeeded by Vishnuvardhana IV (771-806), whose rule lasted for a long,
but uneventful, period. During this period, the Rashtrakuta empire had to pass through a war
of succession between the sons of king Krishna -.Govinda II and Dhruva, In the beginning,
Govinda was successful and tried to strengthen himself with the help of his neighbours -
especially of the Eastern Chalukya ruler. However, when Dhruva emerged victorious in the
final battle, he waged a war and subordinated the ruler of Vengi, Vishnuvardhana IV. The
latter had to give his daughter in marriage to Dhruva. Even this alliance did not yield any
fruitful result. There was truce only for a while. War broke out soon and continued for a long
time, with neither of the powers gaining.
Vishnuvardhana was succeeded by his son Vijayaditya II (806-46). Vijayaditya, by virtue of
his conquests in various battles, earned the title Narendra Mrgaraja (lion among the kings).
He constructed as many Siva temples as the number of conquests he had to his credit. His
brother, Bhima Saluki, attempted to overthrow Vishnuvardhana and occupy the throne. He
sought the help of the Rashtrakuta king, Govinda III. In the hostilities between the brothers
running for 12 years, Vijayaditya scored ultimately a victory over his brother and his supporters,
the Rashtrakutas, As a result of it, Silamahadevi, the daughter of Rashtrakuta Indra, was given
in marriage to Vijayaditya's son, Vishnuvardhana V.
Vishnuvardhana V, who succeeded to the throne after the demise of his father in 846,
ruled only for a short period of two years. The next ruler was his son, Gunaga Vijayaditya,
known as Vijayaditya III (848-892). He carried on many a successful campaign against his
enemies. He disciplined the feudatories and established an orderly government. He was
assisted by an able general, Kadiyaraja, in the early period of his rule and by Pandaranga, the
son of Kadiyaraja, later. Pandaranga, the able general, invaded the twelve Boyakottams (forts
of Boyas) that were spread over a vast area in the present Prakasam and Nellore districts and
which earlier formed 6 part of the Eastern Chalukya kingdom. He marched on upto Kanchi
and extended the empire upto the city. His Addanki inscription gives details of his southern
Invasion. After the conquest, he was made the viceroy of the southern part of the kingdom
wtth Hs capital at Kandukuru,
Though Gunaga Vijayaditya was successful in the campaigns on the southern and
south-western borders of his kingdom, he met with a disaster in his wars with the Rashtrakuta
ruler, Amoghavarsha, and therefore had to acknowledge the Rashtrakuta suzerainty. But